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Old Charleston maps, plats put online 
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Researchers who want to peruse some of Charleston's oldest maps no longer have to trek to the 
city's archives in West Ashley. Now, they can find hundreds of the more interesting maps and 
plats online. 

Charlie Lybrand, Charleston County's Register of Mesne Conveyance, and volunteer Walt 
Dunlap helped scan them over the past few years. 

Not only are they more accessible - just go to charlestoncounty.org and click on the RMC link - 
but the scans have helped correct for water stains, mildew and old age that has made the originals 
hard to read. 

Bob McIntyre, who heads up the RMC's imaging department, said the work will create a 
permanent record in case the originals are ever lost or destroyed. The earliest plat dates to 1706. 

More than 1,100 plats have been scanned so far, but a few hundred need rescanning because the 
technology has improved more since they were first done a few years ago. 

"What we have on the website now, they're nice but they're going to be much better," McIntyre 
said. 

In addition to the old city records, the RMC office already has placed several hundred of its own 
historical documents online. 

"It's helpful not only to abstractors but also to historians who want to go in and find out where 
buildings used to be on King Street," Lybrand said. 

One example of the city maps now online is a Jan. 2, 1909, survey of the southwestern peninsula 
that shows the marsh line at the time and the dozens of new residential lots to be created from the 
planned construction of Murray Boulevard. 

The best of them not only are of historical interest but also have artistic appeal. 

Susan Welsch of the city's archives department said having the city plats and maps online not only 
makes them more accessible, but they can be copied easier too. Also, the scanning technology can 
make the old faded images more crisp. 

"The city is extremely grateful to Charlie Lybrand and Bob McIntyre and of course to Walt for 
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all the hours they have put in on this project," she said. 

Welsch said the city formed its current archives in 1978, but it has documents from centuries 
before, many from the city's engineers office. 

"Unfortunately, we don't know the provenance of most of the materials," she said. "A lot came 
from other offices, and they had just been in various drawers and rolled up in a variety of 
conditions." 

In 2002, the city transferred many of its older records to the Charleston County Public Library to 
make them more widely available. 

Since 1997, the RMC's office has created a digital scan of every document filed in that office, and 
McIntyre said the historical images have been scanned in during lulls in that work. 
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